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               This Special Edition Newsletter provides residents with timely and helpful  
               information about upcoming initiatives in our community. One significant  
               forthcoming event is the Home Rule referendum, which will be on the   
                                             ballot for the June 28, 2022 Primary Election. The Village is seeking Home     
                                             Rule authority because of its advantages and benefits, such as enhancing      
                                             economic tools to attract development and expansion of our tax base.

                The Village Board believes strongly in community participation; therefore,
a series of meetings will be held to allow residents an opportunity to learn more about the Home 
Rule referendum. The Village of Matteson will host a Town Hall Meeting, “Moving Matteson To A 
Better Tomorrow,” on Thursday, June 2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., highlighting new initiatives. The meeting 
will be held at the Holiday Inn (500 Holiday Plaza Drive, Matteson, IL 60443). We look forward to 
discussing the exciting economic development future of the Village, including our brand-new STEM 
Center for School District 159, thanks in part to a one-million-dollar gift from Amazon. The center, 
which is under construction adjacent to Colin Powell Middle School, is set to open this summer.  

Moreover, we are excited to announce in addition to our Annual Memorial Day Parade, we will 
offer a free concert. The concert will be held on Monday, May 30, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. (immediately 
following the parade). The concert will feature artist Terisa Griffin from “The Voice”, and Vibe Music 
Live, featuring Michelle Bussie. We encourage everyone to come out and participate in the parade, 
cheer the students as they perform battle of the bands, experience great music, good food courtesy of 
the American Legion, and connect with the community. 

Lastly, the Village of Matteson will begin the application process for its 2022 Summer Youth 
Employment Program. The program is for Village of Matteson students from ages 16-20. These 
are part-time positions where students will gain professional development training, participate in 
skill-building workshops, and attend various program-sponsored events from June 6th to July 15th. 
Applications need to be completed and submitted no later than May 31, 2022. 

Let’s keep working together to “Move Matteson To A Better Tomorrow”.

Sincerely, 
Sheila Chalmers-Currin
Village of Matteson President

Greeting Residents,

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE & CONCERT
MONDAY, MAY 30, 2022

  Memorial Day Parade will begin at 10 a.m. in Historic Matteson
  Memorial Concert will begin at 1p.m. at Memorial Park

  (featuring Terisa Griffin from “The Voice”, and Vibe Music Live   
  featuring Michelle Bussie)

MATTESON

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BECOMING HOME RULE? 
The following is a list of benefits that would arise from a decision to become Home Rule. 
These benefits would assist the Village of Matteson to reach the community needs: 

   1. Greater ability to improve growth for the Village.
   2. Increase Village’s ability to protect property values by streamlining procedures for 
       property maintenance concerns: 
 • Provide a new toolbox to create strategies for preserving resources in the 
                  “Historic Matteson” District. 
 • Greater ability to purchase blighted and vacant properties to renovate and sell.
  • Allows the Board to consider ordinances to protect residents from unreasonable rent 
                  increases and unfair housing practices. 
   3. Enhance hiring procedures to employ open positions for Police & Fire Department to 
        accomplish goals for achieving diversity within the ranks. 
   4. Increasing the Village bond rating which will reduce the Village’s interest rate, thereby saving    
        taxpayer dollars.
   5. Strengthen Matteson’s ability to attract and maintain economic development, such as 
        redevelopment of the former Lincoln Mall (Market Square Crossing).
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HOLIDAY INN 500 HOLIDAY PLAZA DR. MATTESON IL 60443
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questions of home rule for residents

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q5

What is home Rule?

A1: Home Rule is a positive and effective local government tool. Established by the 
adoption of the 1970 Illinois Constitution. Home Rule is the authority granted to 
communities that provides a greater level of self-determination, thereby 
empowering citizens to address local issues at the local level. Home Rule shifts 
greater responsibility and authority for local government decision-making from the 
state level to the local level.

Q4

Does the money received from property taxes provide

A2: Despite an increase in population and property taxes in Matteson, only 10% 
or 10 cents of every property tax dollar that is paid goes to funding the Village 
services such as Police, Fire, Public Works, road and water infrastructure. The Village 
is reliant on many other revenues to fund operations. Home Rule authority will 
allow flexible use of other revenue resources to fund road and water system 
improvements reducing the reliance on property taxes. 

adequate funding for streets and water infrastructures?

b1 home rule affects on property taxes

The Village Board approved Resolution #1265-0322 which states that the Village 
cannot increase the property tax levy on residents for 5 years, if Home Rule is passed 
on the  June 28, 2022 Primary Election. The Village intends to use Home Rule status 
to diversify revenue streams in order to shift the tax burden from increasing property 
taxes to other revenue resources. 

b3 elimination of Vehicle sticker fee

Residential vehicle sticker fees are allowed under non-Home Rule authority to raise 
additional funding to support improvements to the Village. Becoming a home rule 
community provides opportunity to use other revenue streams to shift the burden 
from residents. Therefore, the Village has passed Resolution #1266-0322 that will 
eliminate the Village sticker fee, if Home Rule is passed on the June 28, 2022 Primary 
Election. 

b5 institution of NO REAL ESTATE TRANSFER TAX

Under Home Rule an additional voter referendum is required before a community can 
impose a real estate transfer tax; however, on April 11th the Board passed a resolution 
that NO PROPOSITION will be submitted to the electors now or in the future 
authorizing a real estate transfer tax. 

b2

b4
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benefits of home rule for residents

home rule benefits home rule faq

restricted fund usage

If Home Rule is passed, the Village of Matteson will strengthen its financial outlook 
with the ability to expedite road improvements and water infrastructures by allowing 
the use of the Hotel/Motel Fund. Currently, as a non-home rule community, the Hotel/
Motel Fund is not used for General Obligations.

Is home Rule common in other villages nearby?

A3: Yes, there are currently 218 Home Rule municipalities representing more than 70 
percent of Illinois residents. Home Rule municipalities range in size from 2.7 million 
residents in the City of Chicago to 69 residents in Muddy, Illinois. Home Rule villages 
and cities near Matteson include the following: New Lenox, Orland Park, Tinley Park, 
Country Club Hills, Monee, Park Forest, East Hazel Crest and Hazel Crest. ability to address local issues

The Village of Matteson will have more swift measures to better address local issues, 
crime prevention, economic development, truancy and code enforcement with the 
passing of Home Rule.  The Village can also implement better Crime Free Housing 
initiatives. 

Is home rule reversible?

A5: Yes. Voters can have a referendum placed on the ballot asking whether the 
Village should cease to be a Home Rule unit. The ballot question is placed after 
the proper filing of a petition signed by at least as many registered voters as equal 
or exceeds 10% of the voters who cast their ballots in the last general municipal 
election. A favorable vote for Home Rule now does not mean that it can never be 
reversed; therefore, there should be a minimal concern for voters as it relates to 
permanency. 

b6 Financial burden on residents

Village Officials are prepared to eliminate the Business District and Eat-In Sales Tax, if 
Home Rule is passed on June 28, 2022 Primary Election. 

Do Actions under home rule require public notification

A4: Yes. Each action requires an Ordinance that is researched, drafted by the 
Village Attorney, discussed by the Village Board, and then voted at a Board meeting 
open to the public.

prior to board decisions?


